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Preface. 


I  beg  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  reading 
public  this  humble  attempt  on  my  part  to  meet  a 
long-felt  want  in  the  High  schools  of  this  Presidency. 
The  absence  of  a  graduated  series  of  Readers  in 
'Sanskrit  that  would  prepare  the  student  for  such 
standard  works  in  prose  as  Vasavadatta,  Dasa- 
kumaracharita  and  Kadambari  is  too  conspicuous 
to  need  any  comment  of  mine,  nor  has  the  necessity 
of  bringing  home  to  the  minds  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  India,  the  basic  truths  of  Hindu  religion, 
morality  and  ethics  that  lie  imbedded  in  the  Itihasas, 
the  Puranas  and  the  Smritis,  attracted  the  serious 
attention  of  either  the  Educational  authorities,  or 
the  Pandits  of  this  Presidency.  The  Ramayana 
champu,  the  Bharata  champu  and  the  Bhagavata 
champu  are  in  no  way  more  calculated  to  meet  this 
end  than  the  classical  works  mentioned  above 

I  have  selected  the  Ramayana,  to  begin  with, 
from  the  great  familiarity  the  story  and  its 
universal  popularity,  from  its  divine,  origin,  from 
the  extreme  sanctity  attaching  to  the  bare  reading 


of  the  Slokas  themselves  and  from  the  incalculable 
benefits  here  and  hereafter  that  are  said  to  accrue 
to  a  person  therefrom. 

I  have  spared  no  pains  to  graduate  the  various 
parts  of  the  work,  in  point  of  diction,  grammatical 
difficulty  and  style  with  a  view  to  its  suitability  for 
the  High  School  and  the  College. 

I  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  crave  not  in 
vain  the  indulgence  of  a  broad-minded  reading 
public  in  placing  before  it  the  first  fruits  of  my 
labours  in  the  field  of  Sanskrit  literature. 
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